Matthew
10:32-38




Faith in the
Family




This isn't gonna be a JESUS is it?




32 "Whoever acknowledges me before
others, | will also acknowledge before my
Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns

me before others, | will disown before my

Father in heaven.

34 “Do not suppose that | have come to
bring peace to the earth. | did not come to

bring peace, but a sword.




35 For | have come to turn 'a man
against his father, a daughter
against her mother, a daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law—
36 3 man's enemies will be the
members of his own

household' (Micah 7:6)




37 "Anyone who loves their father or
mother more than me is not worthy
of me; anyone who loves their son
or daughter more than me is not
worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not
take up their cross and follow me is

not worthy of me.




Did Jesus come to bring peace or sword ?

| love the honesty of the Bible! Just
because you love Jesus doesn’t
mean that you'll get a life free of
circumstantial or relational pain.
Jesus was perfect and he got plenty
of both. Jesus is telling the truth,
the whole truth about reality of life.



Did Jesus come to bring peace or sword ?

In this passage Jesus is reminding us
that we should not be surprised that
making Jesus our highest priority
(worship) can be like sword, bring
separation between family, friends
and co-workers that don’t have Him
as their highest priority.



“The issue is one of priorities: our commitment
to Christ must be greater than to anyone else.
Jesus is not counseling his followers to ride
rough shot over family relationships or
responsibility. The point is that when a person
pledge of solidarity with Christ and his mission,
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Division: Is it caused by Jesus or me?

When relationships experience friction or
division it is worth examining whether it is
because of the priories of Jesus in my life
that naturally may not be celebrated by
others, or was it simply my own
questionable behavior? It is irresponsible
to excuse our own questionable behavior
on the basis of Jesus’ teaching about
division in this passage.



1Peter 4:15 If you are insulted because of the

name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of
glory and of God rests on you. > If you suffer, it
should not be as a murderer or thief or any other
kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However,
if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed,

but praise God that you bear that name.
(Also 1Peter 2:19-20)



Romans 12:18 so far as it

depends on you, live
peaceably with all people.



Faith in Family (Jesus’ and ours)

We must not fall into the trap of thinking
that because we’'ll experience some relational
division that we should only focus on a
personal relationship with God. Nothing
could be farther from the Bible teaches!

The Bible makes clear that loving God means we
love others - it's one of the premier traits of His
family! Our example of faithfulness to one another
comes from Jesus’s faithfulness to us.



John 13:34-45 "A new command |
give you: Love one another. As |
have loved you, so you must love
one another. 35 By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples,
if you love one another.”
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